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Talking Points 
July 2020 

 
Canadian Public Works Association (CPWA) 
On June 17, the House of Commons adjourned until Wednesday, July 8, 2020, at 12:00 p.m. (EDT). 

On June 26, the Senate adjourned until Tuesday, September 22, 2020, at 2:00 p.m. (EDT). 

In addition to the July 8 sitting, the House of Commons will meet on July 22, August 12 and August 26. It 
will then adjourn until September 21. 

On June 17, the Government faced a confidence vote in the House of Commons on the latest 
supplementary estimates, which call for $87-billion in new spending, much of which was authorized by 
emergency bills passed since March. With support from the NDP, the House passed, without 
amendments, Bill C-18, Appropriation Act No. 2, 2020-21, and Bill C-19, Appropriation Act No. 3, 2020-
21. Both bills were passed by the Senate and received Royal Assent on June 26. 

On June 17, it was announced that Finance Minister Bill Morneau will present an Economic and Fiscal 
Snapshot on Wednesday, July 8. The snapshot will provide information on the current state of the 
economy and the Government of Canada’s response to support Canadians during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

On June 10, the House of Commons was recalled to consider Bill C-17, An Act respecting additional 
COVID-19 measures. The bill included new measures for persons with disabilities, as well as penalties for 
those who submitted fraudulent claims under the Canada Emergency Response Benefit (CERB), but 
consensus wasn’t reached for debate. NDP Leader Jagmeet Singh expressed concern about criminalizing 
people who made mistakes in claiming the relief benefits and called for the CERB to be extended. Bloc 
Québécois Leader Yves-François Blanchet called for the release of a fiscal update. Conservative Leader 
Andrew Scheer renewed calls for the full resumption of Parliament. The sitting lasted only twelve 
minutes and the bill is now in limbo. 

Enactment of several relief measures passed by Parliament since March implemented the following 
components of Canada’s COVID-19 Economic Response Plan: 

• Canada Emergency Response Benefit (CERB) – applications opened April 6 (extension 
announced June 16) 

• Canada Emergency Business Account (CEBA) – applications opened April 9 (expansion 
announced May 19) 

• Business Credit Availability Program (BCAP) – applications opened April 17 (expansion 
announced May 11) 

• Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy (CEWS) – applications opened April 27 (extension announced 
May 15) 

• Canada Emergency Student Benefit (CESB) – applications opened May 15 

 

 Other components include: 

• Large Employer Emergency Financing Facility (LEEFF) – applications opened May 20 
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• Canada Emergency Commercial Rent Assistance (CECRA) – applications opened May 25 

 

 Other resources include: 

• Find financial help during COVID-19 web-based benefits finder tool 

• Web hub for organizations buying and selling personal protective equipment (PPE) 

• Coming soon: new nation-wide mobile app to provide notifications of exposure to COVID-19 
across Canada 

On June 17, the Parliamentary Budget Officer (PBO) updated its monitoring of the Investing in Canada 
Plan (IICP), under which the Government has committed to spending $187.8 billion over 2016-17 to 
2027-28. The PBO solicited data from all 20 departments and agencies responsible for delivering IICP 
programming. Working with Infrastructure Canada, the PBO compiled a data set of 33,112 entries for 
projects with $34.9 billion in spending since 2016-17. 

On June 16, Prime Minister Trudeau confirmed that Canada and the U.S. had agreed to extend the 
restriction of travel between the two countries for essential purposes only to July 21. Trade and 
commerce are considered essential under this agreement. 

On June 1, Prime Minister Trudeau announced that funding delivered through the federal Gas Tax Fund 
will be accelerated this year to help communities as quickly as possible while respecting public health 
guidelines. The $2.2 billion in annual federal infrastructure funding will be delivered in one payment in 
June. On June 2, CPWA issued a press release welcoming the acceleration of this year’s GTF funds. On 
June 11, Infrastructure Canada issued a series of press releases highlighting funds delivered through the 
federal Gas Tax Fund (GTF) to each province and territory for the 2020–21 fiscal year to fund its most 
pressing infrastructure needs. 

 

Center for Sustainability (C4S) 
In the Know 
C4S continues to highlight sustainable practices monthly on APWA’s home page: 

• June 2020 – Powell River, BC Planning On-Demand Bus Service Pilot Project 

• May 2020 – Dunwoody, GA Honors Citizens for Commitment to the Environment 

Share your tips and practices for a more sustainable future by contacting Anne Jackson at 
ajackson@apwa.net. 

Be sure to register for APWA’s July 9 CLL Incorporating Social Equity into Decision Making (hosted by 
C4S)! 

 

C4S Knowledge Team 
C4S hosts quarterly Knowledge Team conference calls. The remaining calls scheduled for 2020: 

• Tuesday, September 15, 2020, at 1:00 PM ET 

• Tuesday, December 15, 2020, at 1:00 PM ET 

For more information, contact Anne Jackson at ajackson@apwa.net. 
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Institute for Sustainable Infrastructure (ISI) 
ISI’s 2020 Webinar Schedule 

• Aug. 26: Envision: Lessons Learned from Project Preparation and Verification 

• Oct. 14: Using Envision as an Umbrella Framework: Applications for Large Mixed-Use Transit 
Projects 

• Dec. 2: Effectively Communicating the Value of Your Infrastructure Projects 

 
Government Affairs 
In July, the APWA Government Affairs team will continue its ‘lunchtime briefs’ with the APWA Mid-
Atlantic Chapter. The July 9 and July 23 briefs will focus on recent Congressional actions related to 
APWA’s policy priority areas of water resiliency and transportation, respectively. The first brief provided 
an overview of APWA’s Government Affairs program and policy priorities, and the June 25 brief focused 
on emergency management. If your chapter is interested in similar virtual Government Affairs-related 
education and training opportunities, please contact Andrea Eales, Director of Government & Public 
Affairs at aeales@apwa.net or (202) 218-6730. If you have questions about APWA’s U.S. advocacy 
efforts, please reach out. 

If you have not yet contacted your U.S. Senators and House Representative to inform them about the 
local public works impact of COVID-19 on your community, please take a few minutes to do so. Please 
use APWA’s Legislative Action Center, by clicking here, or, you may go to “Contact Congress” under the 
“Government Affairs” tab on the APWA website, www.apwa.net. 

As part of PWX@Home launch in August, the APWA Government Affairs team will host Third Thursday 
Advocacy Jams on every third Thursday of each month beginning August 20, 2020, at 3:30 pm ET. Come 
join the APWA Government Affairs team and volunteer leaders from the U.S. and Canada to discuss 
public policy issues such as public right-of-way, water resources, emergency management, workforce 
development, and surface transportation. In addition to interactive discussion inspired by PWX Happy 
Hour James, Third Thursday Advocacy Jams will, when needed, include legislative and public policy 
updates. Come join the conversation! 

To stay on top of federal legislative and agency developments during this challenging time, be sure to 
regularly check U.S. Government Affairs-related news on the APWA website (www.apwa.net) and click 
on the Government Affairs tab. Also, follow @APWAGOVAFFAIRS on Twitter, and read the APWA 
Washington Report sent out on Mondays Congress is scheduled to be in session. In addition to the just 
mentioned resources, you will also find APWA’s Public Policy Priorities, public works research products, 
and the “Tell Your Story” portal, among other helpful resources. 

 
International Affairs Committee (IAC) 
The JR Viewpoint blog continues to feature JR Fellows highlighting their international public works study 
tour experience and how their tour has impacted their career and made a difference in their life: 

• May 2020: Where’s Ashland? APWA Sends Public Works Ideas from Small Town Wisconsin to 
Finland 

• April 2020: City Cycling in Helsinki 



4 
 

 
Education & Credentialing 
Follow the Education and Credentialing Department blog for innovative education content, newly 
released program announcements, career development insights, and more. 

PWX@home 
Feel the rhythm of public works all year long as we highlight APWA’s best in education and 
credentialing. We’ve repurposed 2020 PWX sessions and added a whole host of additional 
virtual education and networking opportunities that will be presented, by topic, to you every 
month throughout 2020-2021. There’s even a virtual exhibit floor! Mark your calendars and 
watch for additional information! 

Topics by Month 
August 2020 - Utilities & Public Rights-of-Way 
September 2020 - Fleet 
October 2020 - Winter Maintenance 
November 2020 - Operations & Maintenance 
December 2020 - Leadership & Management 
January 2021 - Engineering & Technology/Asset Management 
February 2021 - Water Resources Management 
March 2021 - Solid Waste Management 
April 2021 - Facilities & Grounds 
May 2021 - Sustainability 
June 2021 - Emergency Management 
July 2021 - Transportation 
 
Accreditation 
The Public Works Management Practices Manual (PWMPM), 10th Edition, will be released and available 
for purchase in August. The 10th Edition Manual includes the following updates: 

• Ten mandatory chapters compared to nine in previous editions 
• Asset Management is now the tenth mandatory chapter 
• Practices involving inventory, condition assessment or inspection are now only in Ch. 10 Asset 

Management 
• Duplicated practices removed 
• 534 total practices compared to 597 practices in the 9th Edition 

 
The deadline has been extended to October 15 for agencies interested in applying for their first 
accreditation under the 9th edition PWMPM. The application and agreement packet are available on the 
website under Accreditation Resources. Agencies applying for accreditation under the 9th edition will 
have three years to complete the self-assessment and schedule their site visit review. Agencies can split 
their accreditation fees over two fiscal years; 50% due at the time of submittal with the balance due 
within 18 months or prior to their site visit, whichever comes first. 
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Virtual Self-Assessment Workshop 
APWA is now offering a virtual workshop, “Principles of PW Self-Assessment," to agencies preparing to 
begin the self-assessment process. This will provide an opportunity for staff to participate and gain a 
better perspective of the process. The workshop fee is $500. 
 
The workshop is a 2.5-hour online session where you will: 

• Gain an understanding of how the self-assessment process can improve your agency’s 
operations. 

• Learn how to implement the self-assessment process to evaluate & improve existing practices 
and create new practices. 

• Use the PWMP manual and software to develop tools to organize and maintain momentum to 
complete the self-assessment. 

 
The City of Plant City, FL has scheduled a virtual self-assessment workshop for August 21st. 
 
For more information on the virtual workshop, email accreditation@apwa.net. 
 
The City of Lakeland, FL, and Prince William County, VA, both conducted successful virtual re-
accreditation site visits. The cities of Largo, FL, and Columbia, MO also had their virtual site visits and 
results are currently being finalized. 
 
Certifications 
APWA now offers a remote proctoring option for eligible candidates experiencing social distancing 
restrictions. Please contact certification@apwa.net or 816-595-5298 if changes are needed to any 
scheduled exam dates or to discuss alternate testing options. 
 
Check out LinkedIn for APWA’s new digital badges. Candidates can now share their accomplishments on 
their LinkedIn profile, add it to their email signature, and post to their resume. 
 
APWA has a great benefit for Accredited Agencies: A $50 discount on the certification exam fees for any 
employee of an accredited agency that has submitted and received approval through the eligibility 
process. This applies to all five exams – CPII, CPWP-S, CPFP, CSM, or CPWP-M. 
 
If you would like more information on the CPII (Certified Public Infrastructure Inspector), the CPFP 
(Certified Public Fleet Professional), the CSM (Certified Stormwater Manager), the CPWP-M (Certified 
Public Works Professional-Management) or the CPWP-S (Certified Public Works Professional-
Supervision) please contact us at certification@apwa.net. Hear the benefits of certification firsthand in 
this video. 
 

Certificate Programs 
The Winter Maintenance Supervisor Certificate program will is available as an eCourse. Thanks 
to the generosity of our sponsor, Professional Snowfighters Association, APWA can offer special 
pricing for the first two months the program is available (through August). Please contact 
education@apwa.net for additional information. 
 



6 
 

Originally scheduled to launch at NASC in April, the new Public Fleet Management Certificate 
program will launch in September, as part of the PWX@home: Fleet month, in a Live Online 
format. Please contact education@apwa.net for additional information. 
 
Click, Listen & Learn 
Upcoming Click, Listen & Learn webinars: 

• Incorporating Social Equity into Decision Making, on July 9, 2020, presented by the Center for 
Sustainability (C4S). 

• Free Emergency Management Training for PW Professionals on July 30, 2020, presented by the 
Emergency Management Committee. 

 

A recording of the May Click, Listen & Learn program “Illegal Dumping: Fund it, Report it, Clean it” is 
now available for viewing in the Members’ Library. 

For more information on APWA Click, Listen & Learn programs, please contact education@apwa.net. 

 
Conferences – PWX and North American Snow Conference 
2020 conference education repurposing projects are underway 

• Due to the cancellation of both the 2020 North American Snow Conference and PWX, APWA 
staff has been creating and rolling-out virtual content scheduled to have been presented at both 
live events. 

• An online live event—APWA Winter Operations Summit—was held May 27-29, 2020. Four 
sessions were offered each day, providing over 175 participants the opportunity to learn about a 
full range of winter maintenance-related topics. Visit https://winterops.apwa.net for full details, 
and use the hashtag #APWAWinterOps. 

• The next project, PWX@home, is slated to begin in August and provide education throughout 
each month through July 2021. It will be a virtual education experience highlighting content in 
twelve key focus areas of public works and provided via varied modes and formats. More 
information will be announced in July when registration opens. 

• The 2021 North American Snow Conference is scheduled for April 11-14 in Grand Rapids, MI. 

• The 2021 PWX is scheduled for August 29-September 1 in St. Louis, MO. 

2021 Snow and PWX conference planning is underway. 

• Staff members responsible for conference education are compiling a list of suggested topics via 
a member survey to best inform those interested in submitting proposals through the 2021 PWX 
Call for Presentations processes. 

• The PWX and Snow Conference Call for Presentations will be available in the coming weeks. 
 

Emerging Leaders Academy 
Emerging Leaders Class XIII will present their class project as part of the PWX@home, Spotlight on 
Leadership and Management program on Tuesday, December 8, 2020, in place of the class’s traditional 
presentation at PWX. The project focuses on empowering and supporting emerging leaders within your 
organization. 
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Applications for the 2020-2021 Emerging Leaders Class XIV are currently available. All applications are 
due no later than Friday, August 7, 2020. Please visit www.apwa.net/emergingleaders for information 
about the program or to apply. Questions about the application process can be directed to 
ela@apwa.net 

 
APWA eLearning Portal 
Our first Live Online Workshop was recently completed. This course was a huge success! The Live Online 
Construction Inspection Workshop’s 100 seat capacity was sold out a week before registration closed. 
Since the close of registration, we have had over 100 requests to be notified of future workshops. 

The course combined the benefits of an in-person workshop with the convenience of online learning. It 
included two hours of live instruction class time twice a week for four weeks, allowing for instructor 
interactions, peer networking, and online discussions. The live instruction sessions were recorded so 
participants who had a conflict with the live class time can watch later, along with being open for all 
participants to revisit and review previous live sessions. 

Watch the Education/Credentialing Calendar for upcoming Live Online Workshops. 

On-Demand Public Works Education 
• Ethics in Public Works 

Ethics for Public Works Professionals and Ethics for Public Works Supervisors provides practical 
advice on ethics and emphasizes the importance of ethical behavior in personal and professional 
interactions. 

• Habits of Dysfunctional Leaders 
Find the best tips and tricks for avoiding, identifying, and managing flawed leadership habits in 
your workplace. 

• Public Works Math 101: Calculating Asphalt and Concrete 
When it comes to calculating the amount of concrete to pour or asphalt to spread, this e-course 
can help you brush up on your math skills. 

• VISTA Equipment Training 
APWA has teamed up with VISTA Training, Inc. to offer valuable Instructor Kits, elearning 
courses, and online videos for equipment operators. 

Visit our webpage for information about content, pricing, bundle pricing, and purchasing options. For 
more information on our educational products and group pricing please contact lms@apwa.net. 

Top Tech 
APWA’s 2020 Top 5 Trending Technologies in Public Works were announced in the January APWA 
Reporter. 

In support of APWA's Top Tech initiative, a webinar series called Talking Top Tech kicked off in June 
2018. This series consists of a panel discussion format and focuses on looking at each of the identified 
Top Tech through different lenses such as public works, consultants, industry, policy and legislation, and 
international. 
 
Registration for the following 2020 Talking Top Tech Programs is now available: 
 

• Talking Top Tech: 3D Technologies Edition 
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• Talking Top Tech: Technology for Field Crews Edition 
 
Previous Talking Top Tech programs are available in the Members’ Library and on YouTube under the 
Education and Credentialing Playlist. 
 
Roving Reporter 
Episodes of the Roving Reporter can be found at the following links: 

• Season 2: Episode 2: The Value of Public Works to Police and Fire 

• Season 2: Episode 1: The Value of Public Works as First Responders 

• Season 1: Episode 3: Smart Cities 

• Season 1: Episode 2: Connected Vehicles 

• Season 1: Episode 1: Autonomous Vehicles 

 
If you have questions on any of these programs, contact education@apwa.net. 
 

 

Membership 
June's month-end total number of members was 29,882. The chapter membership reports are updated 
automatically just before midnight on the 7th of each month. Anyone with questions can contact Brad 
Patterson at bpatterson@apwa.net or 1-800-848-2792, ext. 5263. 
 
There are some additional resources available for chapters that are particularly applicable to this time. 
Virtual Meetings: Tips and Best Practices for APWA Chapters provides a valuable resource to chapter 
leaders as they work on meeting alternatives. Chapter leaders may share this information freely. Go to 
the Resources tab on the Chapter Leader Resources webpage. 
 
It is even more important now, in the current environment, that chapters recognize and appreciate their 
members. Anniversary pins are a great way to recognize your members. There are pins to 
commemorate 5, 10, 15, 20, and 25-year members. A little acknowledgment goes a long way in 
recognizing the volunteers and the members who reach a milestone. The pins are free of charge. 
 
 

Tech Talk: A Quick List of Ongoing Projects from the  
APWA Technical Committees 

 
Building Our New Rhythm is the theme for our first Committee and Council of Chapters virtual event 
where we will focus on: Meet - Connect - Collaborate. This month-long event will include a welcome 
kick-off day, individual meetings and collaborative workgroups throughout the month, and a closing day 
of collaboration. 

VIRTUAL EVENT WELCOME DAY - Monday, August 31 (1.5 hours) 
Schedule TBD 
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VIRTUAL EVENT CLOSING DAY - Wednesday, September 30 (3.5 Hours) 
1:00-1:10 pm CDT: Welcome 
1:10-1:30 pm CDT: Committee, Task Force, and Focus Group Reports 
1:30-2:30 pm CDT: Collaboration Break Outs 
2:30-4:30 pm CDT: Regional Meeting Happy Hour 

BUSINESS MEETINGS 
Committee, task force, and focus groups will meet throughout September. Technical Committees will 
meet on their regularly-scheduled date. Each group will have the flexibility to decide the appropriate 
length of time to meet based on their specific meeting agenda and goals. All meeting schedules will be 
posted on the APWA committee web portal with call instructions, for other committee members, 
delegates, and directors that may be interested in attending. Groups may also schedule collaborative 
workgroup meetings during the month. 
 
 

APWA Technical Committees – Your Public Works Experts! 
The American Public Works Association has volunteer committees to assist in the management of the 
association and its work. The most substantial of these is the Technical Committees involved with 
specific public works areas. APWA Technical Committees are the “centers of expertise” for the assigned 
subject areas, and their primary purpose is to provide direction and oversight to programs, services, and 
products within the technical area of expertise in support of the APWA strategic plan and APWA goals 
and objectives. 
 
Technical Committees are responsible for articles in every issue of the Reporter, PWX/Snow Conference 
education sessions, Click, Listen & Learn webinars, Certificate programs, APWA Publications, and 
supporting APWA Certification programs for Leadership and Management, Fleet, Stormwater and 
Construction Inspection. 
 

Technical Committee Mission Statements 
 
Asset Management Committee 
To support APWA members that operate, improve, and maintain public works and infrastructure 
through advocacy, education, resource development, and member engagement in the field of asset 
management. 
 
Emergency Management Committee 
To provide APWA members with resources and a forum for exchanging and developing ideas, 
knowledge, and technologies for mitigating from, preparing for, responding to, and recovery from all 
hazards (manmade and natural disasters). The committee also intends to foster recognition of public 
works' important role(s) in emergency management. 
 
Engineering and Technology Committee  
To encourage sharing and application of knowledge about engineering and technology and advancing 
these practices in public works, pursuing APWA’s mission to develop and support the people, agencies, 
and organizations that plan, build, maintain and improve our communities. 
  
Facilities and Grounds Committee 
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To provide APWA members with the resources for exchanging and developing ideas, information, skills, 
knowledge, and technologies for the operation, management, and maintenance of public buildings, 
grounds, and parks. The committee also recommends and advances APWA policies and positions 
concerning public facilities and grounds issues. 
 
Fleet Management Committee  
To support excellence in fleet management, through advancing the leadership, education, and 
promotion of fleet proficiency to APWA members, agencies, and organizations. 
 
Leadership & Management Committee  
To advance Public Works Professionalism through research, application, and advocacy of innovative 
leadership and best management practices. To provide resources to public works professionals in 
management and leadership. 
 
Solid Waste Management Committee  
To support APWA's role as the recognized leader in public works by providing its members with the 
resources for exchanging and developing ideas, information, skills, knowledge, and technologies for the 
operation, management, and maintenance of solid waste facilities. 
 
Transportation Committee 
To provide APWA members with resources for exchanging and developing ideas, information, skills, 
knowledge, and technologies for the advancement of APWA’s transportation objectives and to develop 
and promote environmentally sound, sustainable, cost-effective, and safe systems that enhance the 
livability and quality of life in our communities through active public involvement. 
 
Utilities and Public Rights-of-Way Committee 
To provide education and information raising awareness about utility-related issues and promoting the 
best use of the public rights-of-way. 
 
Water Resources Management Committee 
To promote and provide education on best management practices for water resources to achieve 
resilient and sustainable systems. 
 

 
 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIR BOARD LIAISON STAFF LIAISON 

Asset Management Dan Sailer 

dSailer@crgov.com 

Jim Neal 

jneal.2@sc.rr.com 

Matt Harper 

mharper@apwa.net 

Emergency Management Mark Ray 

Mark.ray@crystalmn.gov 

Stan Brown 

sbrown@gacities.com  

Rita Cassida 

rcassida@apwa.net 

Engineering & Technology Hesha Gamble 

hgamble@greenvillecounty.org 

Jim Neal 

jneal.2@sc.rr.com 

Rita Cassida 

rcassida@apwa.net 

Facilities & Grounds Dave Pinsonneault 

dpinsonneault@lexingtonma.gov 

Vic Bianes 

bianes@cox.net 

Matt Harper 

mharper@apwa.net 
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Fleet Management Mark Stinson 

Mark.Stinson@cityofls.net 

Vic Bianes 

bianes@cox.net 

Matt Harper 

mharper@apwa.net 

Leadership & Management Laura Kroeger 

lkroeger@udfcd.org 

Stan Brown 

sbrown@gacities.com  

Matt Harper 

mharper@apwa.net 

Solid Waste Monica Bramble 

mbramble@cityofnorthport.com 

Lisa Rapp 

lrapp@lakewoodcounty.org 

Matt Harper 

mharper@apwa.net 

Transportation James Martin 

jbm@ncsu.edu 

Kathleen Davis 

davisk@wsdot.wa.gov 

Rita Cassida 

rcassida@apwa.net 

Utilities & Public Rights-of-
Way 

John Cooper 

Jcooper@gbateam.com 

Kathleen Davis 

davisk@wsdot.wa.gov 

Rita Cassida 

rcassida@apwa.net 

Water Resources 
Management 

Barry Sheff 

bsheff@woodardcurran.com 

Lisa Rapp 

lrapp@lakewoodcounty.org 

Rita Cassida 

rcassida@apwa.net 

 


